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SUBJECTJOHN BURNS' NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE JUNE 26 

1. EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE JOHN BURNS' ARTICLE IN THE NEW 
YORK TIMES OF JUNE 26, ENTITLED: "SOUTH AERICA’S SECRET 
BUT POWEREUL BROTHERHOOD." 

2. "ON THE SUREACE, THERE IS LITTLE ABOUT GERRIT VAN 
NIEKERK VILJOEN TO SUGGEST AN INELUENCE REACHING TO THE 
FURTHEST CORNERS OF SOUTH AFRICA. HE IS THE MILD-MANNERED 
WHITE-HAIRED RECTOR OE THE RAND AFRIKAANS UNIVERSITY, WHOSE 
SPACIOUS CAMPUS, DOMINATED BY FUTURISTIC CONCRETE BUILD- 
INGS, OCCUPIES WHAT USED TO BE A GOLF COURSE IN THE INNER 
SUBURBS OF THIS CITY. IN HIS UNIVERSITY POST, THE FORMER 
CLASSICS PROFESSOR IS ONE OF THE LEADING EDUCATORS IN THE 
COUNTRY. BUT HIS REAL IMPORTANCE COMES EROM THE EACT THAT 
HE IS CHAIRMAN OE THE BROEDERBOND, OR BROTHERHOOD, THE 
SECRET SOCIETY THAT IS THE SINGLE MOST POWERFUL INSTITUTION 
IN AFRIKANERDOM. 
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3. "THE BROEDERBOND'S ROLE HAS BEEN A PUBLIC ISSUE EVER 
SINCE GEN. J.M. HERTZOG, THE FATHER OF AFRIKANER NATIONAL- 
ISM, DENOUNCED IT AS QTE A GRAVE MENACE UNQTE TO THE 
COUNTRY IN A SPEECH IN 1935. SINCE THEN, DISAFFECTED 

MEMBERS HAVE REVEALED ENOUGH TO ESTABLISH THAT ITS 10,000 
MEMBERS INCLUDE MEN WITH A CONTROLLING INFLUENCE IN EVERY 
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SPHERE OF AERIKANER LIEE: POLITICS, PUBLIC SERVICE, 

BUSINESS, EDUCATION, TRADE UNIONS, CHURCHES AND NEWSPA- 
PERS. OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, 19 OE 24 CABINET 
MINISTERS ARE SAID TO BE BROERS, OR BROTHERS. PRIME 
MINISTER JOHN B. VORSTER IS ONE. 

4. "LIKE AFRIKANERS GENERALLY, MEMBERS OE THE BROEDERBOND 
HAVE REACTED IN DIFEERENT WAYS TO THE UPHEAVAL IN THE 
BLACK TOWNSHIP OP SOWETO, OUTSIDE JOHANNESBURG. SOME, 

LIKE ANDRIES TREURNICHT, MR. VILJOEN'S PREDECESSOR AS 
CHAIRMAN, HAVE HELD PAST TO THE CLASSIC TENETS OP 
APARTHEID, WARNING THAT CONCESSIONS WILL BRING QTE THE 
POLITICAL DESTRUCTION OP THE WHITE MAN. UNQTE. OTHERS, 

LED BY MR. VILJOEN, HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THE NEED POR 
CHANGE. INEVITABLY, THE DIFPERENCES HAVE WEAKENED THE 
SOCIETY'S POLITICAL INPLUENCE, WHICH WAS ONCE DETERMINANT. 
THAT THE CASE POR REFORM IS BEING AIRED AT ALL, MUCH LESS 
BY THE MAN AT THE HELM, IS A MEASURE OP THE GROWING PAVOR 
OP IDEAS THAT WERE HERETICAL IN BROEDERBOND CIRCLES ONLY A 
YEAR AGO. 

5. "MR. VILJOEN SPEAKS FOR THE RECORD ONLY AS THE UNIVER- 
SITY RECTOR, BUT THERE IS LITTLE RESERVE IN WHAT HE SAYS. 

MOST STARTLING IS HIS INSISTENCE ON MORE VIGOROUS LEADER- 
SHIP OF THE NATIONAL PARTY, THE POLITICAL REPOSITORY OF 
AFRIKANER NATIONALISM, WHICH OWED ITS RISE TO POWER 29 
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YEARS AGO LARGELY TO THE BROEDERBOND'S EPFORTS. QTE WE 
NEED A STRONGER LEADER RIGHT NOW, UNQTE, HE SAYS, CITING 
THE PUBLIC PEUDING BETWEEN REPORMERS AND CONSERVATIVES 
WITHIN THE VORSTER CABINET. THE COMMENT IS MADE WITHOUT 
REFERENCE TO MR. VORSTER, WHO, IN HIS 1 ITH YEAR AS PRIME 
MINISTER, IS LEANING MORE AND MORE TO THE CONSERVATIVE 
SIDE. BUT THERE IS THE IMPLICATION THAT MR. VILJOEN, LIKE 
A GROWING NUMBER OP INPLUENTIAL AFRIKANERS, WOULD PAVOR 
HIS RESIGNATION. 

6. "THE BROEDERBOND LEADER STARTS PROM THE PREMISE THAT 
WHITES QTE CANNOT HANG ONTO THE WHOLE OP THIS COUNTRY IF 
THEY WANT TO RETAIN A WORTHWHILE PART OF IT. UNQTE. 

AREAS SET ASIDE FOR THE 12 MILLION RURAL BLACKS, CALLED 
HOMELANDS, WOULD BE ENLARGED BEYOND THE 13 PERCENT OF THE 
COUNTRY THEY OCCUPY AT PRESENT, AND JOB-CREATING INVEST- 
MENT WOULD BE STEPPED UP. THE SIX MILLION URBAN BLACKS 
WOULD GET BETTER AMENITIES, PARTICULARLY IMPROVED HOUSING 
AND EDUCATION. THERE WOULD ALSO BE A WHOLESALE REVISION 
OP DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION. 

7. "ON BROADER POLITICAL ISSUES, MR. VILJOEN IS MORE 
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CAUTIOUS, BELIEVING THAT 4.3 MILLION WHITES COULD NOT CEDE 
THE VOTE TO 18.6 MILLION BLACKS AND HOPE TO PROTECT THEIR 
WAY OF LIFE. INSTEAD, HE FAVORS MAKING URBAN TOWNSHIPS 
LIKE SOWETO INTO QTE CITY-STATES, UNQTE PERHAPS WITH SOME 
KIND OF LINK TO THE SELF-GOVERNING HOMELANDS. FOR THE 
3.1 MILLION NONWHITES WITH NO HOMELANDS OF THEIR OWN, 
INCLUDING THE 2.4 MILLION PEOPLE OF MIXED RACE AND THE 
750,000 INDIANS, THERE WOULD BE SOME FORM OF POLITICAL 
RIGHTS IN THE QTE WHITE UNQTE AREAS. 

8. "TO MOST BLACKS, SUCH REFORMS SEEM MODEST, IF NOT 
TRIVIAL. BUT FROM A BROEDERBOND MAN, THEY ARE A GIANT 
LEAP. FROM ITS INCEPTION IN 1918, THE SOCIETY ASSUMED 

THE SUBORDINATION OF THE BLACK MAN, CONCENTRATING INSTEAD 
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ON THE TASK OF SUBORDINATING THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING WHITES 
WHO HAD TAKEN A CONTROLLING ROLE IN THE NATION'S POLITICS 
AFTER THE BOER WAR: THE SOCIETY'S CO-FOUNDER, ANOTHER 
UNIVERSITY RECTOR, MADE THE OBIECTIVE UNMISTAKEABLE IN 
ONE OF HIS EARLY DIRECTIVES. QTE BROTHERS, UNQTE, HE 
WROTE, QTE OUR SOLUTION TO SOUTH AFRICA'S PROBLEMS IS THAT 
THE BROEDERBOND MUST RULE. UNQTE. 

9. "OPERATING CLANDESTINELY, AND RECRUITING ONLY 
AFRIKANERS, THE SOCIETY BUILT UP A NETWORK OF MEMBERS. 

BY 1935, GENERAL HERTZOG WAS WARNING THAT ITS POWER WAS 
SUFFICIENT TO RIVAL THAT OF THE STATE. BY 1948, WITH THE 
VICTORY OF AFRIKANER NATIONALISM AT THE POLLS, IT 
EFFECTIVELY WAS THE STATE. THEREAFTER, IT CONCENTRATED ON 
POLICING THE GOVERNMENT, SETTING UP A RANGE OF QTE TASK 
FORCES UNQTE, OR WATCHDOG COMMITTEES, WHICH MONITORED 
EVERYTHING FROM ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT TO THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF QTE NONWHITE AFFAIRS. UNQTE. 

10. "IN 1973, AN AFRIKANER lOURNALlST, HENNIE SERFONTEIN, 

LISTED 13 WATCHDOG COMMITTEES AND 200 PROMINENT AFRIKANERS 
WHO STAFFED THEM. WORKING FROM CONFIDENTIAL BROEDERBOND 
REPORTS, HE ALSO NAMED THE EXECUTIVE, KNOWN AS QTE THE 

12 APOSTLES, UNQTE AND GAVE A BREAKDOWN OF THE MEMBERSHIP 
SHOWING THAT IT INCLUDED 419 CIVIL SERVANTS AND 210 
POLITICIANS, FILLING ALMOST EVERY POWERFUL GOVERNMENTAL 
POSITION. A CHART SHOWED HOW THE SOCIETY, THROUGH 
AFFILIATED ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND YOUTH GROUPS, SPREAD 
THROUGH THE ENTIRE FABRIC OF SOCIETY. QTE THE BROEDERBOND 
UNQTE, THE JOURNALIST CONCLUDED, QTE IS BY ITS VERY NATURE 
AND COMPOSITION THE MOST POWERFUL POLITICAL FORCE IN THE 
COUNTRY. UNQTE. 
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1 1 . "IRONICALLY, THE SEREONTEIN DISCLOSURES BROKE AS 
THE SOCIETY'S POWER BEGAN TO SLIP. MR. VORSTER, NOW A 
BULWARK AGAINST CHANGE, HAD BRAVED THE WRATH OE CONSERVA- 
TIVE BROERS AS EARLY AS 1969, WHEN HE BEGAN TO MOVE AWAY 
FROM THE RIGID RACE POLICIES HE INHERITED EROM HIS 
ASSASSINATED PREDECESSOR, HENDRIK VERWOERD. HE GOT AWAY 
WITH IT LARGELY BECAUSE OPINION IN THE SOCIETY ITSELF WAS 
CHANGING. IN 1975, WITH THE REPLACEMENT OF MR. TREURNICHT 
BY MR. VILJOEN, THE SHIET AWAY FROM MONOLITHIC CONSERVA- 
TISM WAS CONFIRMED. THE QUESTION REMAINS WHETHER GENERAL 
HERTZOG WAS RIGHT IN PREDICTING THAT THE SOCIETY WOULD END 
BY DRAGGING THE COUNTRY DOWN WITH IT, OR WHETHER MR. 
VILJOEN AND OTHERS CAN USE SUCH POWER AS THEY RETAIN, TO 
EASE AERIKANERDOM TOWARDS ITS SALVATION." VANCE 
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SUBJECTJOHN BURNS' NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE lUNE 26 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JOHN BURNS' ARTICLE IN THE NEW 
YORK TIMES OE JUNE 26, ENTITLED: "SOUTH AFRICA'S SECRET 
BUT POWERFUL BROTHERHOOD. " 

2. "ON THE SURFACE, THERE IS LITTLE ABOUT GERRIT VAN 
NIEKERK VILJOEN TO SUGGEST AN INFLUENCE REACHING TO THE 
EURTHEST CORNERS OE SOUTH AFRICA. HE IS THE MILD-MANNERED 
WHITE-HAIRED RECTOR OF THE RAND AERIKAANS UNIVERSITY, WHOSE 
SPACIOUS CAMPUS, DOMINATED BY EUTURISTIC CONCRETE BUILD- 
INGS, OCCUPIES WHAT USED TO BE A GOLE COURSE IN THE INNER 
SUBURBS OF THIS CITY. IN HIS UNIVERSITY POST, THE EORMER 
CLASSICS PROEESSBR IS ONE OE THE LEADING EDUCATORS IN THE 
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COUNTRY. BUT HIS REAL IMPORTANCE COMES FROM THE FACT THAT 
HE IS CHAIRMAN OF THE BROEDERBOND, OR BROTHERHOOD, THE 
SECRET SOCIETY THAT IS THE SINGLE MOST POWEREUL INSTITUTION 
IN AFRIKANERDOM. 

3. "THE BROEDERBOND'S ROLE HAS BEEN A PUBLIC ISSUE EVER 
SINCE GEN. J.M. HERTZOG, THE FATHER OE AFRIKANER NATIONAL- 
ISM, DENOUNCED IT AS QTE A GRAVE MENACE UNQTE TO THE 
COUNTRY IN A SPEECH IN 1935. SINCE THEN, DISAEEECTED 

MEMBERS HAVE REVEALED ENOUGH TO ESTABLISH THAT ITS 10,000 
MEMBERS INCLUDE MEN WITH A CONTROLLING INFLUENCE IN EVERY 
SPHERE OF AFRIKANER LIEE: POLITICS, PUBLIC SERVICE, 

BUSINESS, EDUCATION, TRADE UNIONS, CHURCHES AND NEWSPA- 
PERS. OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, 19 OE 24 CABINET 
MINISTERS ARE SAID TO BE BROERS, OR BROTHERS. PRIME 
MINISTER JOHN B. VORSTER IS ONE. 

4. "LIKE AFRIKANERS GENERALLY, MEMBERS OE THE BROEDERBOND 
HAVE REACTED IN DIFEERENT WAYS TO THE UPHEAVAL IN THE 
BLACK TOWNSHIP OP SOWETO, OUTSIDE JOHANNESBURG. SOME, 

LIKE ANDRIES TREURNICHT, MR. VILJOEN'S PREDECESSOR AS 
CHAIRMAN, HAVE HELD PAST TO THE CLASSIC TENETS OP 
APARTHEID, WARNING THAT CONCESSIONS WILL BRING QTE THE 
POLITICAL DESTRUCTION OF THE WHITE MAN. UNQTE. OTHERS, 

LED BY MR. VILJOEN, HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THE NEED POR 
CHANGE. INEVITABLY, THE DIFPERENCES HAVE WEAKENED THE 
SOCIETY'S POLITICAL INFLUENCE, WHICH WAS ONCE DETERMINANT. 
THAT THE CASE FOR REFORM IS BEING AIRED AT ALL, MUCH LESS 
BY THE MAN AT THE HELM, IS A MEASURE OF THE GROWING FAVOR 
OF IDEAS THAT WERE HERETICAL IN BROEDERBOND CIRCLES ONLY A 
YEAR AGO. 
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5. "MR. VILJOEN SPEAKS EOR THE RECORD ONLY AS THE UNIVER- 
SITY RECTOR, BUT THERE IS LITTLE RESERVE IN WHAT HE SAYS. 

MOST STARTLING IS HIS INSISTENCE ON MORE VIGOROUS LEADER- 
SHIP OP THE NATIONAL PARTY, THE POLITICAL REPOSITORY OP 
AFRIKANER NATIONALISM, WHICH OWED ITS RISE TO POWER 29 
YEARS AGO LARGELY TO THE BROEDERBOND'S EFPORTS. QTE WE 
NEED A STRONGER LEADER RIGHT NOW, UNQTE, HE SAYS, CITING 
THE PUBLIC FEUDING BETWEEN REFORMERS AND CONSERVATIVES 
WITHIN THE VORSTER CABINET. THE COMMENT IS MADE WITHOUT 
REPERENCE TO MR. VORSTER, WHO, IN HIS I ITH YEAR AS PRIME 
MINISTER, IS LEANING MORE AND MORE TO THE CONSERVATIVE 
SIDE. BUT THERE IS THE IMPLICATION THAT MR. VILJOEN, LIKE 

A GROWING NUMBER OF INFLUENTIAL APRIKANERS, WOULD FAVOR 
HIS RESIGNATION. 

6. "THE BROEDERBOND LEADER STARTS FROM THE PREMISE THAT 
WHITES QTE CANNOT HANG ONTO THE WHOLE OF THIS COUNTRY IF 
THEY WANT TO RETAIN A WORTHWHILE PART OF IT. UNQTE. 

AREAS SET ASIDE FOR THE 12 MILLION RURAL BLACKS, CALLED 
HOMELANDS, WOULD BE ENLARGED BEYOND THE 13 PERCENT OF THE 
COUNTRY THEY OCCUPY AT PRESENT, AND JOB-CREATING INVEST- 
MENT WOULD BE STEPPED UP. THE SIX MILLION URBAN BLACKS 
WOULD GET BETTER AMENITIES, PARTICULARLY IMPROVED HOUSING 
AND EDUCATION. THERE WOULD ALSO BE A WHOLESALE REVISION 
OF DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION. 

7. "ON BROADER POLITICAL ISSUES, MR. VILJOEN IS MORE 
CAUTIOUS, BELIEVING THAT 4.3 MILLION WHITES COULD NOT CEDE 
THE VOTE TO 18.6 MILLION BLACKS AND HOPE TO PROTECT THEIR 
WAY OF LIFE. INSTEAD, HE FAVORS MAKING URBAN TOWNSHIPS 
LIKE SOWETO INTO QTE CITY-STATES, UNQTE PERHAPS WITH SOME 
KIND OF LINK TO THE SELF-GOVERNING HOMELANDS. FOR THE 

3.1 MILLION NONWHITES WITH NO HOMELANDS OF THEIR OWN, 
INCLUDING THE 2.4 MILLION PEOPLE OF MIXED RACE AND THE 
750,000 INDIANS, THERE WOULD BE SOME FORM OF POLITICAL 
RIGHTS IN THE QTE WHITE UNQTE AREAS. 
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8. "TO MOST BLACKS, SUCH REFORMS SEEM MODEST, IF NOT 
TRIVIAL. BUT FROM A BROEDERBOND MAN, THEY ARE A GIANT 
LEAP. FROM ITS INCEPTION IN 1918, THE SOCIETY ASSUMED 
THE SUBORDINATION OF THE BLACK MAN, CONCENTRATING INSTEAD 
ON THE TASK OF SUBORDINATING THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING WHITES 
WHO HAD TAKEN A CONTROLLING ROLE IN THE NATION'S POLITICS 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AFTER THE BOER WAR: THE SOCIETY'S CO-EOUNDER, ANOTHER 
UNIVERSITY RECTOR, MADE THE OBJECTIVE UNMISTAKEABLE IN 
ONE OE HIS EARLY DIRECTIVES. QTE BROTHERS, UNQTE, HE 
WROTE, QTE OUR SOLUTION TO SOUTH AERICA'S PROBLEMS IS THAT 
THE BROEDERBOND MUST RULE. UNQTE. 

9. "OPERATING CLANDESTINELY, AND RECRUITING ONLY 
AERIKANERS, THE SOCIETY BUILT UP A NETWORK OE MEMBERS. 

BY 1935, GENERAL HERTZOG WAS WARNING THAT ITS POWER WAS 
SUFEICIENT TO RIVAL THAT OF THE STATE. BY 1948, WITH THE 
VICTORY OF AFRIKANER NATIONALISM AT THE POLLS, IT 
EEEECTIVELY WAS THE STATE. THEREAFTER, IT CONCENTRATED ON 
POLICING THE GOVERNMENT, SETTING UP A RANGE OF QTE TASK 
EORCES UNQTE, OR WATCHDOG COMMITTEES, WHICH MONITORED 
EVERYTHING EROM ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT TO THE ADMINISTRATION 
OE QTE NONWHITE AEFAIRS. UNQTE. 

10. "IN 1973, AN AERIKANER JOURNALIST, HENNIE SEREONTEIN, 

LISTED 13 WATCHDOG COMMITTEES AND 200 PROMINENT AERIKANERS 
WHO STAEEED THEM. WORKING FROM CONFIDENTIAL BROEDERBOND 
REPORTS, HE ALSO NAMED THE EXECUTIVE, KNOWN AS QTE THE 

12 APOSTLES, UNQTE AND GAVE A BREAKDOWN OE THE MEMBERSHIP 
SHOWING THAT IT INCLUDED 419 CIVIL SERVANTS AND 210 
POLITICIANS, PILLING ALMOST EVERY POWERFUL GOVERNMENTAL 
POSITION. A CHART SHOWED HOW THE SOCIETY, THROUGH 
AFFILIATED ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND YOUTH GROUPS, SPREAD 
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THROUGH THE ENTIRE PABRIC OP SOCIETY. QTE THE BROEDERBOND 
UNQTE, THE JOURNALIST CONCLUDED, QTE IS BY ITS VERY NATURE 
AND COMPOSITION THE MOST POWERFUL POLITICAL FORCE IN THE 
COUNTRY. UNQTE. 

1 1 . "IRONICALLY, THE SERFONTEIN DISCLOSURES BROKE AS 
THE SOCIETY'S POWER BEGAN TO SLIP. MR. VORSTER, NOW A 
BULWARK AGAINST CHANGE, HAD BRAVED THE WRATH OF CONSERVA- 
TIVE BROERS AS EARLY AS 1969, WHEN HE BEGAN TO MOVE AWAY 
PROM THE RIGID RACE POLICIES HE INHERITED FROM HIS 
ASSASSINATED PREDECESSOR, HENDRIK VERWOERD. HE GOT AWAY 
WITH IT LARGELY BECAUSE OPINION IN THE SOCIETY ITSELP WAS 
CHANGING. IN 1975, WITH THE REPLACEMENT OP MR. TREURNICHT 

BY MR. VILJOEN, THE SHIFT AWAY FROM MONOLITHIC CONSERVA- 
TISM WAS CONFIRMED. THE QUESTION REMAINS WHETHER GENERAL 
HERTZOG WAS RIGHT IN PREDICTING THAT THE SOCIETY WOULD END 
BY DRAGGING THE COUNTRY DOWN WITH IT, OR WHETHER MR. 

VILJOEN AND OTHERS CAN USE SUCH POWER AS THEY RETAIN, TO 
EASE AFRIKANERDOM TOWARDS ITS SALVATION." VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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